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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS 



m 



f\^\ l.\ A facsimile apparatus, provided with boxes 

each corresponding to an F-code which is received 

through a facsimile transmission procedure, executing a 

center-machine application using the corresponding box 

10 based on sub-address information when -receiving image 

information, said apparatus comprising: 

an F-code input requesting portion which 

requests a user to inpu^ an F-code when the user 

operates said apparatus for performing transmission; and 

15 a control portion which searches for the box 

\ 

vM for which an F-code is registered, the value of which F- 

code agrees with the value of the F-code input by the 
user, and, only when finding ^feaid box, agrees to accept 
the transmission operation performed by the user, and 
20 registers, in document managing\ information for managing 
a transmission job relating to the transmission 
operation, identification information for said box as 
authentication information . 



25 
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2. A facsimile apparatus, provided with boxes 
each corresponding to an F-code which is received 
through a f acs_imiie_-transmis sion -proce'durer executing a 
center-machine application using the corresponding box 
5 based on sub-addressV information when receiving image 
information, said apparatus comprising: 

an F-code input requesting portion which 
requests a user to input an F-code when the user 
operates said apparatus ^for producing a polling 

10 document; and \ --------- 

a control portion which searches for the box 
for which an F-code is registered, the value of which F- 
code agrees with the value of the F-code input by the 
user, and, only when finding\said box, agrees to accept 

15 the polling document producing operation performed by 
the user, and registers, in document managing 
information for managing a job\relating to the polling 
document producing operation, identification information 
for said box as authentication information. 

20 \ 
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3 . A facsimile apparatus Y provided with boxes 
each corresponding to an F-code whiAi is received 
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through a facsimile transmission procedure, executing a 
center-mkchine application using the corresponding box 



10 



15 



20 



based on su b - addr e s s__ lnf,Qrmat ion— when— receiving~image 
information X said apparatus comprising: 

an Encode input requesting portion which 
requests a userVto input an F-code either when the user 
operates said apparatus for performing transmission or 
when the user operates said apparatus for producing a 
polling document ; 

a control pfartion which_ searches- -for^-the- box 



for which an F-code is \registered, the value of which F- 
code agrees with the valVie of the F-code input by the 
user, and, only when finding said box, either agrees to 



accept the transmission operation performed by the user. 



mane 



and registers, in document managing information for 
managing a transmission job relating to the transmission 
operation, identification information for said box as 
authentication information, or agrees to accept the 
polling document producing operatdLon performed by the 
user, and registers, in document managing information 
for managing a job relating to the polling document 
producing operation, identification information for said 
box as authentication information. 
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\ 4 . The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, ^further comprising a transmission control 
portion wh:bch„,_when—i^ , 
reads the F-qpde registered for the box corresponding to 
5 the authentication information registered in the 

document managing information, and inserts information 
indicating said FVcode in at least any one page of the 
image information. \ 

10 \ 



15 



20 



5. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, further comprising ^a transmission control 
portion which, when a call is\coming and polling 
reception is requested by the call originating terminal. 



reads the F-code registered for the box corresponding to 
the authentication information registered in the 
document managing information corresponding to the 
specified document to be transmitted^ and inserts 
information indicating said F-code in\at least any one 
page of the image information to be transmitted. 
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6. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3 , \f urther comprising a transmission control 
portion which , when „±mag.e._ inf ormat ion— is t r an srnittedT 
reads the F\-code registered for the box corresponding to 
the authentication information registered in the 
document managing information, and inserts information 
indicating said F-code in at least any one page of the 
image information, but, when a call is coming and 
polling reception\is requested by the call originating 
terminal, reads the, F-code registered for_ the box 
corresponding to the\ authentication information 
registered in the document managing information 
corresponding to the specified document to be 
transmitted, and inserts Y nf ormation indicating said F- 
15 code in at least any one page of the image information 
to be transmitted. 



10 



20 \ 

7. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, further comprising a transmission control 
portion which, when image information is transmitted, 
reads the box name registered for the box corresponding 

2 5 to the authentication information registered in the 
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document managing information, and inserts information 
indicating said box name in at least any one page of the 
image information. " 



8. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2, further comprising a transmission control 

10 portion which, when a\call is coming and .polling 

reception is requested W the call originating terminal, 
reads the box name registered for the box corresponding 
to the authentication information registered in the 
document managing information corresponding to the 

15 specified document to be transmitted, and inserts 

information indicating said box name in at least any one 
page of the image information \o be transmitted. 



20 
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9 . The facsimile apparatus^ as claimed in 
claim 3, further comprising a transmission control 
portion which, when image information is\ transmitted, 
reads the box name registered for the box\corresponding 
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to the authentication information registered in the 
document managing information, and inserts information 
indicating _said box ._neune-An— a-t--lea-st — any"one~lpage of the 
image irif ormation , but, when a call is coming and 
5 polling reception is requested by the call originating 
terminal, rfeads the box name registered for the box 
corresponding^ to the authentication information 
registered in fthe document managing information 
corresponding to\the specified document to be 
10 transmitted, and inserts information, .indicating said" box 
name in at least any, one page of the image information 
to be transmitted. \ 



15 



20 



The f acsimile\apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein a box type is^ registered for each box, 
and, said control portion, when\ searching for the box 
for which the same value as that\of the input F-code is 
registered, treats only the boxes \of a previously 
specified box type as targets of the search. 
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\ 11. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 2\- wherein a box type is registered for each box, 
and , _s aicL control portion ^ when - searcfiing for the box 
for which \he same value as that of the input F-code is 
5 registered, \reats only the boxes of a previously 
specified box \ype as targets of the search . 



10 



15 



12, The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein a box type is registered for each box, 
and, said control portionX when searching for the box 
for which the same value asythat of the input F-code is 
registered, treats only the V°xes of a previously 
specified box type as targets \of the search. 



20 



13. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 10, wherein the registered box \ypes includes a 
confidential type and said previously Specified box type 
is the confidential type. 



25 
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14. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim isX , wherein the registered box types includes a 
conf IdenViaitype^and^sard^ specified box type 

is the confidential type. 



15. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 12 wherein Vthe registered box types" includes a 
confidential type e^id said previously specified box type 
is the confidential \:ype. 



16. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein a password for authentication is 
registered for each box, and A said control portion, when 
searching for the box for which the same value as that 
of the input F-code is registered, treats only the boxes 
for which an effective password As registered or 
respective effective passwords are\ registered as targets 
of the search. 
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\ 17. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 

claiim 2, wherein a password for authentication is 
registered for each box.,__and-, —said— control : portion, ^ when 
searching for the box for which the same value as that 
of the input F-code is registered, treats only the boxes 



for which ah effective password is registered or 



respective e 
of the search 



sWect 



ive passwords are registered as targets 



10 



18. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein a passwoVd for authentication is 

15 registered for each box, and, said control portion, when 
searching for the box for which the same value as that 
of the input F-code is registered, treats only the boxes 
for which an effective passwora is registered or 
respective effective passwords asf& registered as targets 

20 of the search. 



25 



19. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
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clai^ia 16, wherein said control portion, when finding 
said Box, performs authentication operation using the 
pa^ssworoL registered- f ©r— s-axd~~box7 "and"/ only when the 
authentication operation succeeds, agrees to accept the 
operation j^rformed by the user. 



20 . The\ facsimile ^apparatus- as- claimed in 
claim 17, wherein said control portion, when finding 
said box, performs authentication operation using the 
password registered foresaid box, and, only when the 
authentication operation\succeeds , agrees to accept the 
operation performed by the\user. 



21. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 18, wherein said control portion, when finding 
said box, performs authentication operation using the 
password registered for said box, and\ only when the 
authentication operation succeeds , agrees to accept the 
operation performed by the user. 
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22. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim \0 , wherein authentication use allowance/rejection 
inf ormamon -is- registered 'f or" each box, and, said 
control portion, when authentication use rejection is 
regis tered\f or the box found through the search, causes 
the search t\> fail. 



10 



15 



23. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 11, wherein authentication use allowance/rejection 
information is registered for each box, and, said 
control portion, when authentication use rejection is 
registered for the box foiijnd through the search, causes 
the search to fail. 



20 
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24. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 12, wherein authentication Vise allowance/rejection 
information is registered for each\ box, and, said 
control portion, when authentication use rejection is 
registered for the box found throughX the search, causes 



the search to fail. 




The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 



claim 22, wherein the registered box types includes a 
confidential tyj^ and said previously specified box type 
is the confidential type. 



claim 23 , wherein the registered box types includes a 
confidential type and said previously specified box type 
is the confidential type. \ 



27. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 24, wherein the registered box \tYP es includes a 
confidential type and said previously \specif led box type 
is the confidential type. \ 



26. 



The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
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28. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim M.6, wherein authentication use allowance/rejection 
in f oraaVion__i s_ _re g± s-fce-r ed— f o r -each" 1^6x7 "and 7 said 
control portion, when authentication use rejection is 
registered for the box found through the search, causes 
the search^ to fail. 

\ 

\ 

\ 

Y - - " " 

29. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 

\ 

claim 17, wherein authentication use allowance/rejection 
information is registered for each box, and, said 
control portion, when kuthentication use rejection is 
15 registered for the box \ound through the search, causes 
the search to fail. 



10 



20 

30. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 18, wherein authentication^ use allowance/rejection 
information is registered for eacn box, and, said 
control portion, when authentication use rejection is 
2 5 registered for the box found through the search, causes 



9 • 
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the\ search to fail 



10 




The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein display of the F-code for the user to 
confirm the F-c\>de input by the user is a concealment 
form display such that only the number of digits of the 
is reisc 



input F-code is recognized. 



\ 



15 32. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 

claim 2, wherein display of the F-code for the user to 
confirm the F-code input byi the user is a concealment 
form display such that only ^:he number of digits of the 
input F-code is recognized. 



20 



25 



33 . The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
claim 3, wherein display of the F-code\for the user to 
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confirm the F-code input by the user is a concealment 
form disblay such that only the number of digits of the 
input F-code is recognized 



34. A method of controlling a facsimile 
apparatus, provided with boxes each corresponding to an 

10 F-code which is received through a facsjLniile 

transmission procedure, executing a center-machine 
application using thk corresponding box based on sub- 
address information wnpn receiving image information, 
said method comprising \he steps of: 

15 a) requesting a user to input an F-code when 

the user operates said apparatus for performing 
transmission; and \ 

b) searching for tne box for which an F-code 
is registered, the value of which F-code agrees with the 

20 value of the F-code input by the user, and, only when 
finding said box, agreeing to acqept the transmission 
operation performed by the user, and registering, in 
document managing information for managing a 
transmission job relating to the transmission operation, 

25 identification information for said box as 
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authehtication information , 



10 



15 



20 



35. \A method of controlling a facsimile 
apparatus, provided with boxes each corresponding to an 
F-code which is received through a facsimile 
transmission procedure, executing a center-machine 

application using thk corresponding box based- on sub 

address information when receiving image information, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

a) requesting a user to input an F-code when 
the user operates said apparatus for producing a polling 
document ; and 

b) searching for the box for which an F-code 
is registered, the value of wnich F-code agrees with the 
value of the F-code input by tf^e user, and, only when 
finding said box, agreeing to accept the polling 
document producing operation performed by the user, and 
registering, in document managing\ information for 
managing a job relating to the polling document 
producing operation, identif ication\ information for said 
box as authentication information, 



25 
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36. A method of controlling facsimile 
apparatus, provided with boxes each corresponding to an 
F - code which is jreceived^through a -f acs imile 
transmission procedure, executing a center-machine 
5 application, using the corresponding box based on sub- 
address information when receiving image information, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

a) requesting a user to input an F-code either 
when the user operates said apparatus for performing 
10 transmission or when the user operates said -apparatus ~ 



for producing a polling document; and 

b) searching for the box for which an F-code 

\ 

is registered, the valile of which F-code agrees with the 
value of the F-code inp\t by the user, and, only when 

15 finding said box, either Agreeing to accept the 

transmission operation performed by the user, and 
registering, in document managing information for 
managing a transmission job nelating to the transmission 
operation, identification information for said box as 

20 authentication information, or \agreeing to accept the 
polling document producing operation performed by the 
user, and registering, in document managing information 
for managing a job relating to the\polling document 
producing operation, identification ^Information for said 

25 box as authentication information. 
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37. The method as claimed in claim 34, 
further \comprising the step of, when image information 
is transmitted, jreading —the- F '-code -registered " f or the 
box corresponding to the authentication information 
registered jSxx the document managing information, and 
inserting infbrmation indicating said F-code in at least 
any one page ok the image information. 



10 



38. The method as claimed in claim 35, 
further comprising the ^s£ep of, when a call is coming 
and polling reception is Requested by the call 
15 originating terminal, reading the F-code registered for 
the box corresponding to the\ authentication information 
registered in the document managing information 
corresponding to the specif ied\document to be 
transmitted, and inserting information indicating said 
20 F-code in at least any one page o\£ the image information 
to be transmitted. 
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39. The method as claimed in claim 36, 
further Comprising the step of, when image information 
-±-s---t-r-ansm-:mt^ registered for the 

box corresponding to the authentication information 
registered in^ the document managing information, and 
inserting information indicating said F-code in at least 
any one page of \ the image information, but, when a call 
is coming and polling reception is requested by the call 
originating terminal, reading the F-code registered for 
the box coxrespondiVig to the authentication "information 
registered in the document managing information 
corresponding to the specified document to be 
transmitted, and inserting information indicating said 
F-code in at least any ope page of the image information 
to be transmitted. 



40, The method as claimed in claim 34, 
further comprising the step of , \when image information 
is transmitted, reading the box Aame registered for the 
box corresponding to the authentication information 
registered in the document managing inf ormation , and 
inserting information indicating sard box name in at 



leasty any one page of the image information, 



The method as claimed in claim 35, 
further comprising the step of, when a call is coming 
and polling reception is requested by the call 
originating terkiinal, reading the box name registered 
for the box corresponding, to- -t-he-authenticatioh" 
information registered in the document managing 
information corresponding to the specified document to 
be transmitted, and inserting information indicating 
said box name in at leXst any one page of the image 
information to be transmitted. 



42. The method as claimed in claim 36, 
further comprising the step of, yhen image information 
is transmitted, reading the box name registered for the 
box corresponding to the authentication information 
registered in the document managing Information, and 
inserts information indicating said bo^c name in at least 
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any one page of the image information, but, when a call 
is comingt and polling reception is requested by the call 
orig-ina-tiny teminaiv reading "the box name registered 
for the box\ corresponding to the authentication 
information Vegistered i n the document managing 

information corresponding to the specified document to 

\ 

be transmitted,^ and inserting information indicating 
said box name in at least any one page of the image 
to be v 



information 



transmitted. 



10 



43. A facsimile apparatus having a plurality 
15 of confidential boxes, each confidential box 

characterized by a different F-code and different 
identification information A the apparatus comprising: 

an input part that requests a prospective user to 
input an F-code when the prospective user seeks to use 
20 the apparatus to transmit confXdential information; and 
a control part that 

searches among the plurdLLity of confidential 
boxes for a confidential box whose characteristic 
F-code matches the F-code input by the prospective 
25 user and, if a confidential box characterized by 



the patching F-code is found, 

enables the prospective user to transmit the 

conf xd^tial~i~hf ormation only if the prospective 

user is authenticated by means of the 
characteristic identification information of the 
confidential box characterized by the matching F- 
code . ^ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

— x 

\ 

44. A facsimil^ apparatus having a plurality 
of confidential boxes , each\ box characterized by a 
different F-code and different identification 

information, the apparatus comprising: 

\ 

an input part that request^ a prospective user to 



input an F-code when the prospective user seeks to use 
the apparatus to produce a polling document; and 
a control part that ^ 

searches among the plurality of 
confidential boxes for a confidential box whose 
characteristic F-code matches the F-code input by 
the prospective user and, if a confidential box 
characterized by the matching F-code is found, 

enables the prospective user \to produce the 



polling document only if the prospective user is 
authenticated by means of the characteristic 
identification- inform of ~T:he confidential box 

characterized by the matching F-code. 



45. A facsimile apparatus having a plurality 
of confidential boxes \^each_ box characterized" by "a 
different F-code and different identification 



information , the apparatu^comprising : 

an input part that requests a prospective user to 



input an F-code when the prospective user seeks to use 
the apparatus either to transmit confidential 
information or to produce a polling document; and 
a control part that \ 

searches among the plurklity of confidential 
boxes for a confidential box whose characteristic 
F-code matches the F-code inpuTt by the prospective 
user and, if a confidential box\characterized by 
the matching F-code is found, 

enables the prospective user ^either to 
transmit the confidential information or to produce 

\ 

the polling document only if the prospective user 
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authenticated by means of the characteristic 
identification information of the confidential box 
characterized. Jby. the_ matching- F- code ^ 



46. \ The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
Claim 43, further comprising a transmission part that 
inserts the matching F-code into the .confidential 



information when 
transmitted. 



le confidential information is 



47. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
Claim 44, further comprising a transmission part that 
inserts the matching F-code\into the polling document 
when the polling document is\ produced. 



48. The facsimile apparatus as claimed in 
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Claim\45, further comprising a transmission part that 
inserts the matching F-code into the confidential 
information when the co^nf idential. -information - is ~ 
transmitted or inserts the matching F-code into the 
polling doteument when the polling document is produced, 



10 
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20 



25 



49. A ntethod of controlling a facsimile 
apparatus having a plurality of confidential boxes, each 
box characterized by different F-code and different 



identification information, the method comprising the 



steps of : 



requesting a prospective user to input an F- 



\ 



code when the prospective user seeks to use the 
apparatus to transmit confidential information; 

searching among the\ plurality of confidential 
boxes for a confidential box whose characteristic F-code 
matches the F-code input by the\ prospective user; and, 
if a confidential box characterised by the matching F- 
code is found, 

enabling the prospective^ user to transmit the 
confidential information only if the prospective user is 
authenticated by means of the characteristic 



-76- 



identif ication information of the confidential box 
characterized by the matching F-code. 



50. A method of controlling a facsimile 
apparatus having a plurality of confidential boxes, each 
confidential box\characterized by a different F-code and 
10 different identification information, the method- 
comprising the steps of: 
S= requesting\a prospective user to input an F- 

code when the prospective user seeks to use the 

\ 

apparatus to produce a polling document; 
15 searching amon^ the plurality of confidential 

boxes for a confidential bbx whose characteristic F-code 
matches the F-code input by\the prospective user; and, 
if a confidential box characterized by the matching F- 
code is found , 

20 enabling the prospective user to produce the 

polling document only if the prospective user is 
authenticated by means of the characteristic 
identification information of the Confidential box 
characterized by the matching F-code^ 

25 



